





































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































                                                
37	Richard	Gawthrop	and	Gerald	Strauss,	"Protestanqsm	and	Literacy	in	Early	Modern	Germany,"	Past	and	
Present	104	(1984):	34.	
38	Ibid.,	35.	
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interpretation.	This	is	apparent	even	in	the	title	page	which	tells	the	reader	that	‘before	the	
booke,	thou	hast	a	prologe	very	necessarie,	contaynynge	the	whole	somme	of	the	
couenaunt	made	betwene	God	and	vs…And	after	thou	hast	a	table	that	ledeth	the	by	the	
notes	in	the	margentes,	vnto	all	that	is	intreated	of	in	the	booke.’	The	prologue’s	
summation,	combined	with	the	marginal	notes	and	the	table	ensure	that	the	reader’s	
attention	is	drawn	repeatedly	to	the	ideas	Tyndale	wished	to	emphasize;	before,	during	and	
after	the	initial	encounter	with	the	text.		
The	table	itself	is	an	alphabetical	compilation	of	the	marginal	notes,	headed	by	a	
keyword,	with	folio	and	side	numbers.	Some	of	the	entries	would	help	the	reader	locate	
discussion	of	particular	topics,	such	as	‘Baptyme	fo.lxxviii.	s.ii’,	but	others	are	terse	
arguments	in	themselves,	such	as	‘Ceremonies:	He	that	breaketh	vnite	for	zele	of	
ceremonyes,	vnderstandeth	not	the	lawe	fo.xcviii.	s.ii’.	A	reader	scanning	this	table	would	
be	instructed	in	key	evangelical	ideas	regardless	of	what	they	were	actually	seeking.	The	
directive	power	of	this	table	was	unintentionally	recognized	by	the	compositor	of	Redman’s	
1536?	edition	of	the	Exposition	on	Matthew	(STC	24441.3).	In	all	other	editions,	the	table	
was	introduced	as	‘The	table	which	shall	leade	you	to	all	thynges	conteyned	in	this	booke’	
(fol.115r),	but	the	compositor	of	STC	24441.3	introduced	it	as	‘the	table	whiche	shall	sende	
you	to	all	thynges	conteyned	in	this	boke’	(fol.109r,	emphasis	mine).	It	is	a	subtle	and	
probably	unconscious	change	caused	by	an	‘l’	being	read	as	a	long	‘s’,	but	one	that	reflects	a	
larger	shift	in	evangelical	writing	between	guiding	the	reader	to	directing	them	increasingly	
strictly.		
After	Caxton’s	early	experiments,	English	printers	clearly	came	to	value	the	
marketing	potential	of	tables	and	to	use	them	to	capture	readers’	attention	as	well	as	to	
subtly	reframe	editions	to	their	best	effect.	At	the	same	time,	the	urgency	of	the	
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Reformation	encouraged	authors	to	utilize	such	paratexts	more	in	directing	and	controlling	
their	readers’	experience	of	their	work,	shaping	not	just	the	initial	encounter	with	the	text	
but	the	remembrance	of	it.	Paying	close	attention	to	the	development	of	this	‘scholarly	
apparatus	which	we	take	for	granted’	in	printed	books	exposes	the	extent	to	which	we	also	
take	it	for	granted	that	tables	of	content	and	indices	are	neutral	additions	to	texts,	rather	
than	highly	crafted	and	potentially	polemical	works.	
	
	
